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11/2007-Present MARKEL  
   Mediator, ADR Services  
   Director, Surety Claims Counsel  
 

Michael serves as a mediator for primarily construction (delay, contract, and defect claims) 
and insurance disputes, including complex, multi-party disputes. Michael obtained formal 
training in mediation at the University of Texas Center for Public Policy Dispute Resolution. 
He obtained (and continues to obtain) advanced training and continuing education in 
construction industry dispute resolution and avoidance through membership and participation 
with the Association of Attorney Mediators, the State Bar of Texas Construction Law Section, 
the Austin Bar Association Construction Law and ADR Sections, the Forum Committee on 
the Construction Industry (currently serving as Vice Chair by appointment), the Surety Claims 
Institute, National Bond Claims Association, and the Fidelity & Surety Law Committee of the 
Tort and Insurance Practice Section of the American Bar Association.  
 
Michael has practiced law for nineteen years as a Claims Attorney with SureTec Insurance 
Company, now Markel Surety, a national underwriter of construction and surety risks. In that 
capacity, he has been responsible for the avoidance, handling, and resolution of thousands of 
construction-related disputes. Those matters have involved pre-litigation, litigation, arbitration 
and administrative actions on a wide range of projects, public and private, involving varying 
issues of contract claims, delay claims, warranty, professional liability, and construction 
defects.  

 
 

LICENSES  State Bar of Texas – License #24059627, Nov. 2007 
&  Texas Board Certified, Construction Law   

TRAINING    TX Board of Legal Specialization, 2017 (Inaugural Class for Construction) 
Trained Mediator  

Univ. of Texas School of Law, Center for Public Policy Dispute Resolution 
 

MEMBERSHIPS State Bar of Texas: 
Construction Law Section 

American Bar Association: 
Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section – Fidelity and Surety Committee 
-Currently Vice Chair 

    Forum Committee on the Construction Industry 
   Association of Attorney-Mediators 
 
 

 
 
 
 



MEDIATION RATES 
 

  Mediation Locale 

 
Number of Parties 

 
 

Daily Rate for Austin 

  
Daily Rate for Other 

Locations 

2 Parties  $  3,000 per party  $ 3,250 per party 

3 Parties  $  2,500 per party  $ 2,750 per party 

4 Parties  $  2,000 per party  $ 2,500 per party 

5 Parties  $  1,600 per party  $ 2,000 per party 

6 or more Parties  $  1,400 per party  $ 1,600 per party 

 
Travel Time 

  
Included in Daily Rate 

 Included in Daily Rate, 
unless locale 

necessitates travel 
during business hours 
on days preceding or 
following mediation. 

 
Travel Expense 

 Included, unless multi-day 
or scheduled such that 

other business cannot be 
conducted, in which case 

travel expense may be 
charged. 

  
Billed extra 

 
Mediation Lunch for Participants 

 Box lunch/ sandwiches 
generally included; 
catered or hotel / 
conference center 
lunches billed extra. 

 Box lunch/ sandwiches 
generally included; 
catered or hotel / 
conference center 
lunches billed extra. 

Pre-Mediation Consultation, 
Research, and Review of Position 

Statements 

  
Typically included, up to 

two hours per party. 

  
Typically included, up to 

two hours per party. 

 
Post Mediation Consultation and 

Continued Settlement Efforts 

 Typically included, up to 
two hours per party; 
billed at $500/hour 

beyond that. 

 Typically included, up to 
two hours per party; 
billed at $500/hour 

beyond that. 
 


